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Saturday, November 9, 2024 • 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Mon County Center Showring at Mylan Park (off 1-79 Exit 155)

This event is also open to Marion, Preston and Taylor county residents
Not open to businesses

Monongalia County Solid Waste Authority 
moncountyswa@gmail.com • www.monongaliacountyswa.com

304-292-3801

Pesticide Collection Event
Monongalia County

Solid Waste Authority

Father and son: The DeVries boys are back for one final run
Darian, Tucker tasked with helping 
to rebuild the WVU men’s program

AP file photo

Darian DeVries (left) and son, Tucker, combined for 80 wins over the last three seasons at Drake. Both enter their 
first season at West Virginia.

BY JUSTIN JACKSON 
JJackson@DominionPost.com 

It happens so much 
that Tucker DeVries is 
already prepared.

The WVU guard meets 
someone new, introduces 
himself  and then simply 
gets ready for the ques-
tion about playing col-
lege basketball for his 
father.

“It’s usually the first 
thing that comes up,” 
DeVries said. “I get asked 
about it a lot.” 

For the last three 
years, the DeVries duo 
— Tucker followed his fa-
ther Darian to WVU as a 
transfer this summer — 
put up some impressive 
numbers at Drake.

The Bulldogs won 80 
games in those three 
seasons, played in two 
NCAA tournaments, 
while Tucker won two 
player of  the year awards 
from the Missouri Valley 
Conference and scored 
1,867 points.

“I think we’ve both en-
joyed it,” Tucker said. “I 
wouldn’t trade it for any-
thing. It’s been a blast to 
do it together.

“Obviously, there are 
challenges and there’s 
good and bad days. When 

we get older, I think it 
will be really special to 
look back on.” 

The move to WVU is a 
step up in competition 
for both, but also a step 
away from real comfort 
and stability they had 
built at Drake.

“It has some challeng-
es, especially early,” 
Tucker said of  the trans-
fer to WVU. “We had a lot 
of  new guys at Drake last 
season, three new start-
ers.

“It just takes a little bit 
of  time. I think we’ve all 
done a good job of  get-
ting to know each other. 
Hopefully by the time the 
season begins, we’ll be as 
well-jelled as possible.” 

Much of  that process 
falls to Darian, the coach 
now tasked with rebuild-
ing a WVU program that 
finished last in the Big 
12 last season and hasn’t 
had a 20-win season since 
2020.

It is more than just a 
change in the roster or 
teaching the Xs and Os.

Darian DeVries has 
now got to reshape the 
culture into his own fit.

“I think we’ve made 
some really great prog-

SEE RUN, 3
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ress,” he said. “It’s no-
ticeable, like how our 
connectivity is on both 
ends of  the floor. I think 
we’re getting closer.” 

One final run 
While the hope at 

WVU is for Darian to 
spend a lifetime on the 
Mountaineers’ sidelines, 
this will be Tucker’s fi-
nal college season.

Success for the duo has 
already been achieved, 
but it came at another 
school in another con-
ference in another time 
zone.

Their situation at 
WVU may be totally dif-
ferent than the challeng-
es they faced at Drake, 
yet the relationship re-
mains the same.

“For the most part, we 
just try to keep basket-
ball at the gym and then 
keep all the other stuff  

away from the gym,” 
Tucker said. “Certainly 
you have some crossover. 
After a tough day, maybe 
I wait a little bit longer 
to call him. If  it’s going 
well, then I’ll go home for 
dinner.” 

It was that thought 
that brought a smile to 
Darian’s face.

“I’ve noticed he loves 
to come home whenev-
er he scores 30,” Darian 
joked. “That’s the joy of  
being where we’re at, 
being able to celebrate 
those moments together. 
Those can go for the bad 
moments, too. We have a 
great relationship in that 
regard, but I’m sure he 
enjoys them a lot more 
after good days.” 

In terms of  bringing 
this WVU team together, 
Tucker’s role has been 
more than just a player 
in a uniform.

Having already played 
in his father’s system 
for three years, Tucker 
became a voice of  expla-

nation on the court, too, 
a guy who could point 
teammates in the right 
direction in the heat of  a 
hectic practice.

Off  the court, Tucker 
is also a sort of  go-be-
tween with his team-
mates looking to build 
their own roles under 
Darian’s watchful eye.

It’s that part Darian 
saw first hand while 
he was an assistant 

at Creighton under 
Greg McDermott, who 
coached his son Doug.

“That was one of  the 
conversations they had. 
Greg told Doug, ‘When 
you go back to the locker 
room, it’s OK to join in. 
I get it, you’re not going 
to be happy with me each 
day as your coach,’” Dar-
ian said. “Put your two 
cents in, too, if  you want 
to. You have to be able to 
give him that space.

“I don’t need to know 
everything that’s going 
on in that locker room. 
I intentionally don’t ask 
for that reason. I don’t 
need Tucker to tell me 
everything. That’s their 
time.” 

And sometimes that 
private time among play-
ers is spent using Tucker 
as a voice of  reasoning.

“They’ve tried to use 
him to get out of  con-
ditioning,” Darian said 
with a smile. “Hey, to-
morrow can we cut prac-
tice a little bit short, that 

type of  stuff. That’s all 
part of  the uniqueness 
to it. They have someone 
they can use as well.” 

Player and coach
A situation is tossed 

at Darian, that in a close 
game in the final min-
utes, does the coach view 
Tucker as a player or 
still his son in those mo-
ments? 

“Player,” Darian an-
swers without hesita-
tion. “What I love about 
what Tucker brings to 
the game, especially 
when you have your dad 
coaching, is it’s still nev-
er just about him.

“He’s got a great feel 
for the game. I rely on 
our players a lot for in-
put. I’ll ask them what 
they’re seeing. I think he 
does a really good job of  
relaying what he’s see-
ing on the floor.” 

Maybe someday Tuck-
er will take those mo-
ments with him into his 

own coaching career. He 
says he would love to get 
into coaching one day.

For now, he’s still got 
one more season as an 
athlete. One more season 
to be side-by-side with 
dad in what will likely, at 
the very least, be an in-
teresting season in Mor-
gantown.

Rest assured, whatever 
expectations Darian has 
for his son in their lone 
season at WVU, they may 
not compare to the ex-
pectations held by mom, 
Ashley DeVries.

“She wants him to 
make every shot and 
grab every rebound and 
never mess up on de-
fense, that type of  stuff, 
but she’s great about it,” 
Darian said. “She does a 
really good job of  trying 
to keep that balance of  
making sure she’s still 
mom, and as a son, he’s 
got a place that he can 
go talk to her about any-
thing. It’s not always just 
basketball either.”

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Tucker DeVries (12) aver-
aged 21.6 points per game 
at Drake last season. 



4     THE DOMINION POST - 2024/25 TIPOFF BASKETBALL PREVIEW     Friday, November 1, 2024

WVU MEN’S PREVIEW

Mountaineers have a new look entering 2024-25 season

BY JUSTIN JACKSON 
JJackson@DominionPost.com 

D
arian DeVries’ 
all-time coach-
ing record 
against Big 12 

competition is 1-1.
Three current WVU 

men’s hoops players have 
experience playing in the 
conference, but two did it 
on other teams.

If  there was only one 
way to describe what’s 
about to transpire this 
season for the Moun-
taineers, it may be to 
simply state it’s going to 
be a voyage into the un-
known.

“It’s going to be a good 
league, we all know that,” 
DeVries said. “I think 
we’ve challenged our-
selves in the nonconfer-
ence, too. We certainly ha-
ven’t made things easy for 
ourselves in the first year.

“Our guys are excited 
by that. They’re excited 
to face these new chal-
lenges and opportuni-
ties. We also know that 
every single night, we 
could be playing one of  
the better teams in the 
country.” 

DeVries enters his first 
season with the Moun-
taineers after six suc-
cessful seasons at Drake, 
where he went 150-55 and 
took the Bulldogs to three 
NCAA tournaments.

The roster was a com-
plete rebuild, with only 
forward Ofri Naveh re-
turning from last season.

That means WVU en-
ters this season with 12 
new scholarship players 
all trying to get on the 

same page, while learn-
ing a new system under a 
different coach.

The only exception to 
that statement is guard 
Tucker DeVries, the son 
of  the head coach, who 
was a three-year stand-
out at Drake and a two-
time player of  the year in 
the Missouri Valley Con-
ference.

“It helps when every-
body is putting in the 
same amount of  work 
and everyone is trying to 
go full tilt to get to where 
we want to be,” Tucker 
said. “When you’re going 
through tough practic-
es, when you’re doing it 
all together, it certainly 
helps build that camara-

derie and chemistry.
“Ultimately you want 

that to translate onto the 
court. The more you’re 
doing things together, 
the better it’s going to be. 
I think the culture has 
been set to a pretty good 
standard.” 

There is some poten-
tial to be found, begin-
ning with Tucker, but 
also with fellow team-
mate Jayden Stone.

A year ago, that duo 
were just two of  34 play-
ers in the entire country 
who averaged at least 20 
points per game.

Tucker was 10th in the 
nation in scoring at 21.6 
points per game, while 
connecting on 87 3-point-

ers.
Stone, who transferred 

from Detroit Mercy, was 
22nd in the country in 
scoring, averaging 20.8 
points. He hit 62 threes 
and also averaged 5.6 re-
bounds per game.

Illinois transfers Am-
ani Hansberry and Sen-
cire Harris were once 
both top-100 and 4-star 
recruits coming out of  
high school.

Hansberry, at 6-foot-
8 and 240 pounds, will 
be a slightly undersized 
center, but he will bring 
his own 3-point shooting 
touch that could drag a 
lot of  taller defenders 
away from the rim to 
guard him.

“Amani Hansberry is 
an undersized big man, 
but he’s also going to 
present some opportuni-
ties for us on the offen-
sive end with his ability 
to space the floor,” Dari-
an DeVries said. “Offen-
sively, if  you’re 6-8 and 
you have the ability to 
shoot threes, you have to 
take advantage of  that. 
That is tricky to guard 
sometimes.” 

None of  them have the 
Big 12 experience quite 
like guards Javon Small 
and Josep Yesufu.

Small is a transfer 
from Oklahoma State, 
who is expected to take 
over as WVU’s starting 
point guard.

He averaged 15.1 
points, 4.7 rebounds 
and 4.1 assists with the 
Cowboys last season, in-
cluding a 15-point, 12-re-
bound game against the 
Mountaineers.

Yesufu is another 
guard who spent two 
seasons with Darian 
DeVries at Drake, before 
transferring and playing 
two seasons at Kansas. 
He was a reserve on the 
Jayhawks’ 2022 national 
championship team.

Toby Okani — a trans-
fer from Illinois-Chicago 
— led the Missouri Val-
ley Conference in blocks 
last season and was on 
the league’s all-defensive 
team.

At 6-8, but listed as a 
guard, Okani will like-
ly be the Mountaineers’ 
most versatile player.

“I definitely think I’m 
a versatile defender,” 
Okani said. “What that 
means to me is knowing I 
can switch on to a small-
er guard and then maybe 
banging a little bit with 
the post guys. I’m just 
here to help and to use 
my athleticism and long 
arms to maybe get us 
some extra possessions 
on the other end.” 

Throw it all togeth-
er, what exactly do the 
Mountaineers have? 
That’s likely the ques-
tion Darian DeVries and 
his staff  is trying to fig-
ure out as the regular 
season is set to begin on 
Nov. 4, when WVU hosts 
Robert Morris.

“I want our identity 
to be is when you walk 
out of  that gym, I want 
everyone to talk about 
how hard we play,” Dari-
an DeVries said. “I want 
(people) to know how 
connected they are and 
feel that life and that en-
ergy every single day.” 

The Dominion Post file photo

WVU forward Ofri Naveh (left) is the only player returning from last season. He averaged 2.6 points per game as a 
freshman and played in 24 games.

WVU has a 
new coach, 
one returner
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ROSTER
2024-25 WVU MEN’S BASKETBALL

COACHING STAFF

Darian DeVries 
Head Coach 

Chester Frazier 
Assistant Head 
Coach 

Tom Ostrom
Assistant Coach 

Kory Barnett 
Assistant Coach

Nick Norton
Assistant Coach/ Director 
of Player Development 

Cavel Witter 
Assistant Coach 

#0
Eduardo Andre 
Center 6’11”
5th
London, England 

#1
Joseph Yesufu 
Guard 6’0”
5th
Bolingbrook, IL 

#2
Dylan Jay 
Guard 6’4”
Freshman
Chelan, WA 

#3
KJ Tanner 
Guard 6’0”
Freshman
Memphis, TN 

#4
Aden Tagaloa-Nelson 
Guard 6’1”
Sophomore
Lexington, KY

#5
Toby Okani 
Guard 6’8”
5th
Orange, NJ 

#7
Javon Small 
Gyard 6’3”
Senior
South Bend, IN

#8
Jake Auer 
Guard 6’0”
5th
Clive, IA

#9
Ofri Naveh 
Forward 6’6”
Sophomore
Neot Golan, Israel 

#10
Sencire Harris 
Guard 6’4”
Sophomore
Canton, OH

#11
Jonathan 
Powell 
Guard 6’6”
Freshman
Dayton, OH

#12
Tucker DeVries 
Guard/Forward 6’7”
Senior
Waukee, IA 

#13
Amani
Hansberry 
Forward 6’8”
Sophomore
Silver Spring, MD 

#14
Jayden Stone 
Guard 6’4”
5th
Perth, Australia

#15
Abraham 
Oyeadier 
Center 6’9”
Freshman
Accra, Greece 

#22
Haris Elezovic 
Forward 6’8”
Senior
Sherbrooke,
Quebec, Canada 

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

WVU point guard Javon Small
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Darian DeVries

AGE: 49
COACHING CAREER: Went 150-55 in the past six seasons at Drake, 
leading the Bulldogs to three NCAA tournaments. Prior to that, he  was 
an assistant coach at Creighton for 17 years under Greg McDermott 
and Dana Altman. At Drake, DeVries was 1-3 all-time in the NCAA 
tournament, winning an opening-round game against Wichita State 

in 2021.
CONTRACT: DeVries signed a five-year deal with WVU through the end 
of the 2028-29 season. He will earn a base salary of $15 million over 
those five seasons. According to an extension clause in the deal, if 
WVU finishes in the top six of the Big 12 in either of DeVries’ first two 
seasons, he would earn an automatic extension for the 2029-30 sea-
son, worth another $3.3 million. For the 2024-25 season, DeVries will 
make $2.8 million in base salary.
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LEAP OF FAITH
Jayden Stone shares inspiring story on journey from Australia to WVU

WVU MEN’S FEATURE

BY JUSTIN JACKSON 
JJackson@DominionPost.com 

J
ayden Stone is a 
fascinating book 
that certainly 
can’t be judged by 

its cover.
To that point, the WVU 

guard — a transfer from 
Detroit Mercy now in his 
final season of  eligibility 
— can’t be summed up 
with just his basketball 
stats, his background or 
even his journey.

His uniqueness is 
found in every second 
of  a 23-minute interview 
Stone had with local me-
dia in the preseason, be-
ginning with his Austra-
lian accent that comes 
off  like a calm and sub-
dued Russell Brand.

“I’ve heard I’ve got a 
pretty soothing voice,” 
Stone admits.

It’s that voice that 
spins a tale of  taking a 
leap of  faith at just 15 
years old, when he left 
Perth, Australia bound 
for the United States on 
a 27-hour journey that 
eventually landed him 
with distant family in 
Alabama to play high 
school basketball.

“I came over because 
I wanted to chase a 
dream,” Stone said. “I 
wanted to chase some-
thing. That’s the primal 
thing about human ex-
istence. We want to go 
after something. When 
you’re determined, you 
don’t look back.” 

He was raised by his 
mother, Tracey, and his 
grandmother. Those re-
lationships are sewn into 
his heart. Now a world 
away, it was only the 
memories of  holding his 
mother’s hand while go-

ing to the movies or the 
walks he would take with 
his grandmother he had 
as a reminder of  home.

“I told my mom liter-
ally two days before or 
something like that,” 
Stone said. “I’m going 
to America. I’m getting 
the ticket, and I probably 
won’t be seeing you for a 
long time. She was a bit 
sad. My sister, too, was 
a bit incongruent with 
the whole idea of  me 
leaving. They still think 
I was too young to leave, 
which, I probably agree, 
but it worked out in the 
end because I’m here.” 

Always on the move 
Google maps are need-

ed to trace all of  Stone’s 
steps he’s taken on his 
basketball journey.

When talking to the 
young man, a thesaurus 
or a dictionary is also 
helpful.

He refers to himself  
as an “accidental dimin-
isher,” while also tossing 
out words like esoteric, 
impetus and transfixed.

His conversations go 
well beyond the basketball 
court, and it’s quickly re-
alized Stone is more than 
just a basketball player.

He has already earned 
a degree in psychology 
and maybe Stone has 

been his best case study 
to date.

Each move has brought 
adversity, whether it be 
calling up someone for a 
couch to sleep on or sim-
ply adjusting to yet an-
other unfamiliar place.

“You’re house-hopping 
and staying with family 
in Alabama for a little 
bit,” Stone said. “Then 
you’re in Wichita (Kan.). 
I’ve got a little piece of  
my heart in every spot. 
It was different. It was 
difficult. You don’t feel at 
home anywhere.” 

Stone played at two dif-
ferent high schools in Al-
abama — he was named 
the 2019 Alabama Class 
AA Player of  the Year 
as a junior — and then 
transferred to Sunrise 
Christian Academy in 
Kansas as a senior.

College recruiting 
took him to Grand Can-
yon first, but then he 
transferred to Detroit 
Mercy in 2022.

“Coming to America, 
it’s like anything, it’s 
left some pit holes in 
my life and also brought 
some amazing stories I 
could ever imagine that 
I can share with my chil-
dren,” Stone said.

Now he’s in Morgan-
town.

“YOU’RE HOUSE-HOPPING AND STAYING 
WITH FAMILY IN ALABAMA FOR A LITTLE BIT. 
THEN YOU’RE IN WICHITA (KAN.). I’VE GOT A 
LITTLE PIECE OF MY HEART IN EVERY SPOT. 
IT WAS DIFFERENT. IT WAS DIFFICULT. YOU 

DON’T FEEL AT HOME ANYWHERE.”
JAYDEN STONE

WVU GUARD

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

WVU guard Jayden Stone (14) puts up a shot in the Mountaineers’ exhibition game 
against the University of Charleston.

SEE FAITH, 8
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“I feel like, ‘Oh man 
I’m only going to be in 
Morgantown for a cou-
ple of  months until the 
season ends, and then 
I’ll be shipped off  some-
where else or I might go 
home,’ ” Stone said. “You 
never know. I’ve been to 
so many different places. 
I just want to stay in one 
spot. But I know that’s 
not the nature of  basket-
ball. You’ve got to be all 
out and everywhere.” 

Could’ve been a star 
Stone’s college ca-

reer did not begin with 
a bang. Grand Canyon 
won 40 games during his 
two seasons with the An-
telopes, but his role was 
that of  a reserve.

That all changed when 
he transferred to Detroit 
Mercy to play for Mike 
Davis, even though that 
move, again, took a ma-
jor adjustment.

He was ruled academ-
ically ineligible during 
the second semester of  
his first year in Detroit.

Stone admits he did 
not handle that part of  
his life well, that he could 
have found a way to still 
support the team and 
show some leadership.

A season later, it was 
a different adversity. 
Stone was a star, averag-
ing 21.6 points per game 
in the early portion of  

his senior season.
Yet none of  that helped 

the Titans win, Losses 
piled up in bunches — 26 

in a row to start last sea-
son — but Stone couldn’t 
be stopped individually.

“It was rough. When 

you are like the main 
player on the team, it’s 
transfixed on what he’s 
doing. It’s like, this is re-

ally on him. You are the 
scapegoat behind every-
thing that’s happening 
or not happening. There 

were a lot of  things that 
were not happening in 
the locker room.” 

He finished the sea-
son as the nation’s 22nd 
leading scorer, averag-
ing 20.8 points per game 
with 11 games of  at least 
25 points.

The Titans finished 
1-31.

“I wouldn’t say re-
lieved,” Stone said. 
“You’re 1-31. With me, I 
got tagged by people as 
a guy who only scores 
and the only way I could 
be effective is to put the 
ball in the hoop and be 
the main guy. That’s not 
the player I want to be.” 

Davis was fired at sea-
son’s end, which opened 
up the transfer portal a 
second time for Stone, 
who will now be playing 
for his sixth different 
school — high school 
and college combined — 
since first coming to the 
United States.

That plays into why I 
came here to West Vir-
ginia, not to look inward 
but to look outward and 
address the inward.

“I want to be a play-
er who is about win-
ning now. Before, you 
want to chase the stats. 
I think everyone does 
deep down, everyone is 
transfixed on his own 
stat line. But I just want-
ed to be part of  winning 
for a change and give up 
on myself  for a collec-
tive goal and try to chase 
something special.”

FAITH
FROM PAGE 7

Photo from Detroit Mercy

Jayden Stone (left) averaged 20.8 points per game last season and had three games with 30 or more points, but 
the Titans finished 1-31. Stone transferred to WVU this season for his final season of college elegibility.
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Associated Press

The Big 12 has arguably 
been the best conference 
in college basketball, win-
ning two of  the past four 
national championships 
while getting at least sev-
en teams into the NCAA 
tournament seven times 
in the last 10 years.

The addition of  four 
new schools, three of  
which have recent NCAA 
tournament appearances, 
may end the argument.

“The league is a mon-
ster and it’s been a mon-
ster for a long time,” Kan-
sas coach Bill Self  said. 
“Everybody is good.”

It’s been that way for a 
while. 

The conference tied for 
the most NCAA tourna-
ment berths with eight 
last spring and won con-
secutive championships 
— by Baylor and Kansas 
— before UConn went 
back to back the last two 
years.

Kansas has been a pe-
rennial favorite and is 
No. 1 in The Associated 
Press Top 25 preseason 
poll. No. 4 Houston, No. 
5 Iowa State, No. 8 Bay-
lor and No. 20 Cincinnati 
also were ranked.

No. 10 Arizona gives 
the Big 12 five of  the top 
10 teams in the preseason 
poll. Fellow new arrivals 

Arizona State, Colorado 
and Utah also make the 
conference stronger, po-
tentially putting the Big 
12 in position for a mas-
sive haul when NCAA 
tournament teams are 
announced on Selection 
Sunday.

“Every single night 
you’re playing against 
old players, talented 
players, smart players 
and elite coaching, and 
as difficult and challeng-
ing as that is, that’s awe-
some,” Cincinnati coach 
Wes Miller said. “It helps 
you elevate your coach-
ing, helps you elevate 
your program and what 
you’re doing and how 
you do them. I think that 
experience is awesome.”

Top-ranked Jayhawks
Kansas was the pre-

season No. 1 a year ago 
and fell short of  expec-
tations, knocked out in 
the second round of  the 
NCAA tournament.

Self  retooled his ros-
ter, adding shooters 
and athleticism to play 
around All-American 
Hunter Dickinson. Self  
hit the transfer portal 
hard, adding several key 
players, including A.J. 
Storr, who averaged 16.8 
points at Wisconsin, and 
Zeke Mayo, who aver-
aged nearly 19 per game 
for South Dakota State. 

Mixed with a stellar re-
cruiting class and a vet-
eran backcourt, the Jay-
hawks again should be a 

favorite to win the Big 12 
title and make a March 
Madness run.

Upper tier
Kansas will have plen-

ty of  competition from 
the deep, talented Big 12.

Houston has reached 
at least the Sweet 16 four 
straight seasons, includ-
ing a trip to the 2021 Fi-
nal Four. The Cougars 
have four starters back 
from last year’s Sweet 
16 team, led by dynamic 
guard L.J. Cryer.

Iowa State has its high-
est preseason ranking 
ever and three starters 
back from last year’s 
team, which had the 
second-most wins in 
program history. Tamin 
Lipsey is one of  the na-
tion’s most versatile 
point guards, able to do a 
little of  everything.

Baylor lost four start-
ers, but coach Scott Drew 
filled the holes with a 
strong transfer class. 
The group includes two 
players with Final Four 
experience, Jeremy 
Roach from Duke and 
former Miami forward 
Norchad Omier.

Arizona got a huge 
boost when high-scoring 
guard Caleb Love opt-
ed to return instead of  
leaving for the NBA. The 
Wildcats have a solid re-
turning core and coach 
Tommy Lloyd filled holes 
via the transfer portal, 
including Oakland for-
ward Trey Townsend.

Cincinnati returns 
its top three scorers as 

the Bearcats attempt to 
reach the NCAA Tour-
nament for the first time 
since 2019.

Keep an eye on
** Texas Tech lost 

its top two scorers, but 
coach Grant McCasland 
has a rosters full of  
shooters who can keep 
the Red Raiders in al-
most any game.

** Kansas State missed 
the NCAA tournament 
last season after making 
an Elite Eight run the 
year before, but coach 
Jerome Tang has the 
Wildcats poised to make 
another run by beefing 
up the roster through the 
portal, including former 
Illinois big man Coleman 
Hawkins.

** Arizona State coach 
Bobby Hurley has one of  
his best recruiting class-
es, headlined by five-star 
big man Jayden Quain-
tance. The additions of  
Alston Mason (Missouri 
State) and BJ Freeman 
(Milwaukee) give the 
Sun Devils two proven 
scorers.

** BYU always has 
shooters and this season, 
the first under coach 
Kevin Young, will be no 
different. 

BIG 12 MEN’S PREVIEW

Big 12 enters season with some heavy hitters at the top

AP photo

Kansas center Hunter Dickinson (right) averaged 17.9 
points and 10.9 rebounds last season. He was named 
the league’s preseason player of the year.

Preseason all-Big 12 
first team
Caleb Love, Arizona
LJ Cryer, Houston
J’Wan Roberts, Houston
Tamin Lipsey, Iowa State
Hunter Dickinson, Kansas
Preseason all-Big 12 
second team
Norchad Omier, Baylor
Jeremy Roach, Baylor
Keshon Gilbert, Iowa 
State
Dajuan Harris Jr., Kansas
Coleman Hawkins, 
K-State
Preseason Player of 
the Year: Hunter Dickin-
son, Kansas
Preseason Co-New-
comer of the Year: 
Jeremy Roach, Baylor
Preseason Co-New-
comer of the Year: 
Coleman Hawkins, Kan-
sas State
Preseason Freshman 
of the Year: VJ Edge-
combe, Baylor
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located at Commerce Drive in Westover.

NATIONAL PREVIEW

Associated Press

College basketball has 
undergone a massive up-
heaval in a short time.

The transfer portal has 
created what amounts to 
free agency, with play-
ers switching teams like 
wardrobe changes at a 
Broadway show and forc-
ing coaches to rebuild 
their rosters annually.

Name, image and like-
ness compensation deals 
have changed the game 
off  the court, providing 
financial opportunities 
for athletes that weren’t 
there just a few years ago 
while adding another 
layer of  recruiting and 
retention headaches to 
coaching staffs. Extra 
eligibility for players be-
cause of  the pandemic 
impacted rosters, too.

The latest jolt: Confer-
ence realignment, which 
has shifted — consolidat-
ed? — power in college 
hoops. 

Well, maybe outside of  
two-time reigning cham-
pion UConn.

“I don’t know what 
business anybody has 
been in where there 
hasn’t been significant 
changes over time if  

you’ve been in the busi-
ness for three or four 
decades,” said Bill Self, 
coach at top-ranked 
Kansas. “We’re going 
through one of  those 
changes now and people 
probably aren’t as com-
fortable with the change 
— as I’m not, either — 
but I do think we’ll get 
through it and it’ll bal-
ance out, and we’ll be at 
a place that we’re much 
more comfortable in a 
short amount of  time.”

The latest realign-
ment round, namely a 
contraction and eventu-
al re-expansion of  the 
Pac-12, started as a slow 
burn. Texas and Okla-
homa kicked things off  
by leaving the Big 12 for 
the Southeastern Confer-
ence, then longtime Pac-
12 rivals USC and UCLA 
bolted to the Big Ten. 

Colorado ignited a 
flurry of  further Pac-
12 defections by opting 
to leave for the Big 12, 
a move that persuaded 
Arizona, Arizona State 
and Utah to join the 
Buffaloes. Oregon and 
Washington left for the 
Big Ten. California and 
Stanford followed suit, 

heading off  to the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference.

That left Washington 
State and Oregon State 
as the only remainders 
of  the “Conference of  
Champions.” All of  these 
changes took effect this 
summer, setting up a sea-
son of  change in college 
sports.

The Pac-12 has since 
announced a rebuild, 
mostly by raiding the 
Mountain West Confer-
ence, causing a ripple 
effect. Even longtime 
holdout Gonzaga plans 
to leave the West Coast 
Conference for the new 
Pac-12 in 2026.

The jumbling has 

forged four massive con-
ferences with nearly 
coast-to-coast footprints, 
adding depth and talent 
to already-strong confer-
ences. The changes also 
have forced coaches to 
adjust, while fans might 
need scorecards to re-
member who’s playing 
where.

“Sometimes new is ex-
citing,” Michigan State 
coach Tom Izzo said. 
“Sometimes we want to 
be stuck in our ways, but 
we’re not going to be able 
to be stuck in our ways, 
so I’m going to embrace 
that part.”

Tony Bennett took 
the opposite route. The 

longtime Virginia coach 
followed the footsteps of  
Villanova’s Jay Wright 
two years ago by walking 
away from the sport at a 
relatively young age of  
55. Bennett won a nation-
al championship in 2019, 
but grew weary of  the 
24-hour merry-go-round 
that college coaching has 
become and retired less 
than a month before Vir-
ginia’s opener next week.

“The game and col-
lege athletics is not in a 
healthy spot and there 
needs to be change,” Ben-
nett said, calling himself  
a square peg in a round 
hole. “I think I was 
equipped to do the job 

here the old way. That’s 
who I am and that’s 
how it was. My staff  has 
buoyed me along to get 
to this point, but there 
needs to be change.”

UConn’s Dan Hurley 
has flourished in the 
changing winds.

Hurley won his first 
championship in 2022, 
retooled his roster and 
did it again. After flirt-
ing with the Los Angeles 
Lakers’ job, he had to 
rebuild the roster again 
— forward Alex Kara-
ban is the only returning 
starter — but has what 
he calls his deepest ros-
ter as the Huskies try to 
become the first team to 
win three consecutive 
national titles since John 
Wooden-led UCLA won 
its seventh straight in 
1973.

“I owe it to the people 
that invest in me and in-
vest in these players to 
literally drive the people 
around to you places that 
they don’t think they can 
get to in such a patholog-
ical, sick, obsessive way 
that you’re just pursuing 
championships so hard,” 
Hurley said.

Every team in the 
country is pursuing that 
coveted national title. It’s 
just many will be doing it 
from new conferences in 
this era of  turmoil.

Winds of change: College basketball enters new world following realignment
Very little unchanged outside of 
UConn being talented once again 

AP photo

UConn coach Danny Hurley has led the Huskies to the 2023 and 2024 national 
championships.
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TRANSFER PORTAL IMPACT

Where the top transfers in college basketball have landed
Associated Press

After Dusty May left 
Florida Atlantic to take 
over Michigan’s pro-
gram, plenty of  the top 
remaining players from 
the Owls’ 2023 Final Four 
team departed as well.

But they didn’t all fol-
low their former coach 
to Ann Arbor. They 
scattered to various pro-
grams.

Florida Atlantic’s top 
four scorers from last 
season – all of  whom 
had vital roles during 
the Owls’ Final Four 
run a year earlier – are 
now playing elsewhere. 
They’re among the most 
notable of  the hundreds 
of  transfers on college 
basketball rosters across 
the country.

In the era of  the trans-
fer portal, Florida Atlan-
tic’s ability to keep the 
nucleus of  its Final Four 
team together for one 
more year was remark-
able. The team’s even-
tual breakup after its 
2024 NCAA Tournament 
first-round overtime loss 
to Northwestern seemed 
inevitable.

May’s first Michigan 
team will include Vla-
dislav Goldin, a 7-foot-
1 center who made 106 
starts at Florida Atlantic 
and posted double-figure 

scoring averages each of  
the last two seasons. Af-
ter playing in the NCAA 
Tournament the last two 
years at FAU, Goldin be-
lieves he’s capable of  get-
ting back there at Michi-
gan.

“This team is probably 
the most talented I have 
ever played on, so many 
talented guys,” Goldin 
told reporters this offsea-
son. “It’s insane talent. 
I’ve never seen it before.”

Some of  Goldin’s other 
Florida Atlantic team-

mates opted to go on 
their own.

Johnell Davis, who led 
Florida Atlantic in scor-
ing each of  the last two 
seasons, will be playing 
for John Calipari at No. 
16 Arkansas.

“He’s a Hall of  Fame 
coach and he wins ev-
erywhere he goes,” Davis 
told reporters. “I’m excit-
ed to play for him.”

Nick Boyd transferred 
to San Diego State, the 
team that ended Florida 
Atlantic’s 2023 Cinder-

ella national title hopes 
with a Lamont Butler 
buzzer beater in the 
NCAA semifinals. Alijah 
Martin, who scored 26 
points in that Final Four 
loss to San Diego State, 
transferred to Florida.

Here’s a look at some 
of  the other most nota-
ble transfers in college 
basketball this season. 
Their former schools are 
in parentheses.

** Oumar Ballou, C, In-
diana (Arizona)

The 7-footer arrives 
at No. 17 Indiana after 
playing four seasons at 
Arizona. Ballou earned 
first-team all-Pac-12 hon-
ors each of  the last two 
seasons. He averaged 12.9 
points and 10.1 rebounds 
last season after collect-
ing 14.2 points and 8.6 re-
bounds per game in 2022-
23. Ballou has averaged 
1.3 blocks per game each 
of  the last two seasons. 

** Tucker DeVries, 
G/F, West Virginia 
(Drake)

When West Virgin-
ia hired coach Dari-
an DeVries away from 
Drake, his son followed 
him to Morgantown. 
DeVries, who is 6-foot-
7, was named the Larry 
Bird Missouri Valley 
Conference player of  the 
year and was the league 

tournament’s most out-
standing player each of  
the last two seasons. He 
ranked 10th in Division I 
in scoring (21.6) last sea-
son and was the only Di-
vision I player to average 
at least 20 points, 6 re-
bounds, 3 assists and 1.5 
steals per game. That fol-
lowed a 2022-23 season in 
which he had 18.6 points 
per game.

** Coleman Hawkins, 
F, Kansas State (Illinois)

Hawkins was an Asso-
ciated Press all-Big Ten 
second-team selection 
last season in his fourth 
year at Illinois. He av-
eraged 12.1 points, 6.1 
rebounds, 2.7 assists, 1.5 
steals and 1.1 blocks. Big 
12 coaches have select-
ed him as the league’s 
preseason co-newcomer 
of  the year. Hawkins de-
clared for the draft last 
spring and participated 
in the NBA Draft Com-
bine before deciding to 
play one more season of  
college basketball.

** Great Osobor, F, 
Washington (Utah State)

Osobor comes to Wash-
ington after playing two 
seasons at Montana State 
and one at Utah State. He 
earned honorable men-
tion on the AP All-Amer-
ica team last season and 
was named the Mountain 

West Conference’s play-
er of  the year and new-
comer of  the year. The 
6-8 forward collected 17.7 
points per game and 9 re-
bounds per game while 
shooting 57.7% from the 
floor at Utah State. 

** Kadary Richmond, 
G, St. John’s (Seton Hall)

After earning first-
team all-Big East honors 
from the league’s coach-
es and second-team hon-
ors from the AP while 
playing for Seton Hall 
last year, Richmond 
stayed in the conference 
but switched schools. 
The 6-6 guard played one 
season at Syracuse be-
fore spending three sea-
sons at Seton Hall. Rich-
mond had 15.7 points, 7 
rebounds, 5.1 assists and 
2.2 steals per game last 
season.

** Jeremy Roach, G, 
Baylor (Duke)

This 6-2 fifth-year se-
nior was selected as 
the Big 12’s preseason 
co-newcomer of  the year 
along with Hawkins. He 
joins No. 8 Baylor after 
making 108 career starts 
at Duke. Roach was a 
Duke team captain each 
of  the last two seasons. 
Roach averaged 14 points 
per game last season, 13.6 
in 2022-23, 8.6 in 2021-22 
and 8.7 in 2020-21.

AP photo

Former Illinois forward Coleman Hawkins is now at Kan-
sas State. He averaged 12.1 points and 6.1 rebounds 
per game last season with the Illini.
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WVU WOMEN’S PREVIEW

No. 16 WVU enters campaign with higher expectations

BY JUSTIN JACKSON 
JJackson@DominionPost.com 

T
he facts and 
figures are in. 
They all point 
to Mark Kellogg 

making an instant im-
pact in his first season as 
the WVU women’s bas-
ketball coach.

Now, what does he do 
for an encore? 

“We’re back at it and 
excited and ready for 
the opportunity that lays 
ahead for our basketball 
program,” Kellogg said. 
“I think the goal and ex-
pectations, at least out-
side of  the program, are 
maybe a little different 
than they were a year 
ago.” 

No kidding.
The Mountaineers will 

open the season as the 
16th-ranked team in the 
country — their highest 
preseason ranking since 
the 2017-18 season — fol-
lowing a 25-8 campaign 
that ended in the second 
round of  the NCAA tour-
nament.

Four starters return, 
including all-Big 12 
first-teamer J.J. Quiner-
ly, who enters her senior 
season with 1,364 points, 
231 steals and was named 
the conference’s defen-
sive player of  the year a 
season ago.

“She had a fantastic 
year,” Kellogg said. “J.J. 
set some new goals for 
herself. The more com-
fortable you get, I use 
the term playing free of  
mind, it allows you to 
slow your mind and react 
a little bit more.

“When you can do that, 

you can be at your best 
and I think that’s where 
J.J. is right now.” 

Since the NCAA wom-
en’s tournament expand-
ed to 64 — and now 68 — 
teams, the Mountaineers 
have never advanced 
past the second round.

Quinerly said that’s 
definitely a goal the team 
has set this season, to 
reach a higher level, 
but she won’t exactly be 
alone if  WVU is able to 
accomplish it.

Joining her in the 
backcourt is junior Jor-
dan Harrison, who was 
terrific last season while 
finishing second in the 

Big 12 with 173 assists.
Harrison also averaged 

13.5 points per game and 
finished with 96 steals, 
just one behind Quinerly.

“I don’t think we really 
had to learn about each 
other, because we both 
play the same kind of  
game,” Quinerly said of  
Harrison. “We both love 
to get to the rim and look 
for our teammates. We 
both don’t shoot 3-point-
ers as much as we need 
to. I think our chemistry 
just immediately hap-
pened.” 

Kyah Watson and 
Kylee Blacksten both 
started all 33 games last 

season.
Watson, a versatile for-

ward finished third on 
the team with 78 steals. 
She also averaged 8.0 
points and led the team 
with 6.4 rebounds per 
game. Watson had three 
double-doubles last sea-
son.

“Kyah has actually 
been really good and is 
looking to score more 
than she did a year ago,” 
Kellogg said. “She would 
kind of  fall by the way 
side (in scoring) last 
year. She’s been much 
more aggressive and 
we’ve been on her to be-
come more of  a scorer.” 

Kellogg’s recruiting 
haul just may have add-
ed three impact pieces to 
the roster.

That begins with Au-
burn transfer guard 
Sydney Shaw, who es-
tablished herself  as a 
top-level scorer this sum-
mer, when WVU went 
on its foreign exhibition 
tour of  Italy and Croatia.

Shaw led the team in 
scoring at 20.3 points per 
game in those three exhi-
bition games.

“She needs to be an im-
pact-type player for us,” 
Kellogg said of  Shaw. 
“What we’ve seen, so far, 
tells us that should be the 

case. It gives us another 
threat and Sydney has 
been an elite shooter up 
to this point.

“She plays with some 
swagger about her. She’s 
playing freely right now, 
which is what we want 
from her.” 

Then there are fresh-
men Jordan Thomas and 
Destiny Agubata.

Both are top 100 re-
cruits, with Thomas 
bringing a lot of  size in 
her 6-foot-3 frame that 
will help the Mountain-
eers become a better re-
bounding team.

That was the one area 
Kellogg knew his team 
had to be better at in 
his second season. The 
Mountaineers finished 
last in the Big 12 last sea-
son.

“Jordan Thomas 
might have been our sec-
ond-leading scorer over 
in Europe,” Kellogg said. 
“She’s a bigger body, 
which we desperately 
needed. We knew that 
was the area we had to be 
better at. We have to be 
able to bang around with 
some of  the other teams 
in the Big 12.” 

WVU’s full-court 
pressing defense was the 
Mountaineers’ strength 
last season. The press led 
to 23.6 turnovers forced 
per game, which was the 
third-most in the coun-
try.

Can it be better in Year 
2 under Kellogg? 

“Other teams may 
have scouted it now, but 
our pressure is really 
hard to get comfortable 
with,” Harrison said. “I 
feel like our press is still 
going to be effective. Our 
pressure is too hard to 
practice for.” 

WVU opens the season 
inside the Coliseum on 
Nov. 5, against Towson.

Four starters 
return from 
25-win season

The Dominion Post file photo

WVU forward Kyah Watson averaged 8.0 points and 6.4 rebounds for the Mountaineers last season. She also 
finished with 78 steals and three double-doubles.
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Mark Kellogg

AGE: 48
COACHING CAREER: In his first season at West Virginia, Kellogg led 
the Mountaineers to a 25-8 record and a trip to the second round 
of the NCAA tournament. WVU finished tied for fourth in the Big 12 
last season. His full-court-pressing style saw the Mountaineers finish 
third in the country in turnovers forced. Coached eight seasons at Ste-

phen F. Austin, where he won 195 games and advanced to two NCAA 
tournaments. Including his stops at Division II schools, Kellogg has 
won 470 games and owns a 78.6 winning percentage. Led West Texas 
A&M to the Division II national championship game in 2014 and a trip 
to the Elite Eight in 2015.
CONTRACT: Signed a five-year deal at WVU in 2023 that runs through 
the end of the of the 2027-28 season. He will earn a base salary of $3 
million over those five seasons. For the 2024-25 season, Kellogg will 
make $575,000 in base salary.
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ROSTER
2024-25 WVU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

COACHING STAFF

#2
Sydney Woodley 
Guard 5’8”
Senior
Menifee, CA

#4
Destiny Agubata 
Guard 5’11”
Freshman
Moreno Valley, CA 

#5
Sydney Shaw 
Guard 5’9”
Junior
Miami, Fl.

#8
Danelle Arigbabu 
Freshman 6’4”
Senior
Berlin Germany

#10
Jordan Harrison 
Guard 5’6”
Junior
Oklahoma City, OK

#11
JJ Quinerly 
Guard 5’8” 
Senior
Norfolk, VA

#14
Kylee Blacksten
Forward 6’3”
5th
Colorado Springs, CO

#17
Feryal Defne Atli 
Forward 6’3”
Freshman
Mersin, Turkey

#22
Zye Nugent 
Guard 5’7”
R-Senior
Denison, TX 

#23
Jordan Thomas 
Forward 6’3”
Freshman
Carrollton, TX

#24
Ashala Montgomery 
Guard 5’10”
r-Junior
Madison, WI 

#32
Kyah Watson 
Guard 5’10”
Senior
Rapid City, SD 

#33
Tirzah Moore 
Forward 6’0”
Senior
Oklahaoma City, OK

#37
Celia Riviere
Freshman 6’3”
Junior
Paris, France

Mark Kellogg 
Head Coach 

JC Carter 
Associate Head 
Coach 

Erin Grant
Assistant Head 
Coach 

Jessica Grayson
Assistant Coach

Missa Anderson
Director of Recruiting, 
Assistant Coach 

Caden Roberts 
Video Coordinator, 
Assistant Coach

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

WVU point guard Jordan Harrison
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 1226 Country Club Road,
Fairmont WV, 26554

WVU WOMEN’S FEATURE

Quinerly wants to cap career by taking WVU to new heights

BY JUSTIN JACKSON
JJackson@DominionPost.com

O
h the things J.J. 
Quinerly has ex-
perienced in her 
college career.

Where Quinerly now 
sits as one of  the most 
recognizable and feared 
players in the Big 12, that 
didn’t happen overnight.

Her final season of  col-
lege basketball will be 
just the first time she’s 
entered a season with the 
same coach.

“With this being my 
second year with coach 
(Mark) Kellogg, I kind 
of  feel like a sophomore 
there,” Quinerly said. 
“I’m definitely getting 
old, though. I’ve been 
here a long time.”

Her journey to a shot 
at the WNBA — Quiner-
ly’s 2025 projections are 
all over the board, from 
late first round to a third-
round selection — is just 
30-some games away.

At this point, you’d 
think there is little else 
for Quinerly to improve 
upon.

Her defensive skills led 
her to being named the 

Big 12 Defensive Player 
of  the Year last season.

Her offensive skills 
will eventually put her 
in the school’s all-time 
top 20 in both points and 
assists.

She also may become 
just the fourth WVU 
women’s player to score 
2,000 career points.

“Her name has some 
recognition now,” Kel-
logg said. “She’s as tal-
ented as any guard in the 
country.”

To Quinerly, there is 
never a good time to cash 

in. Her thoughts are al-
ways of  improving as a 
player and how she can 
make the Mountaineers 
a better team.

It’s with that in mind, 
Quinerly took on her lat-
est offseason project: To 
become a better 3-point 
shooter.

She was 14th in the 
Big 12 last season, con-
necting on a career-high 
55 shots from behind the 
arc, still 45 behind the 
leader.

“I’ve been working a 
lot on getting (3-pointers) 

off  a lot quicker,” Quin-
erly said. “I’ve got to get 
to my spots where I know 
I can shoot the ball con-
fidently.

“I hesitate when I 
shoot, so I’ve definitely 
been working on that.”

Quinerly connected 
on 34.4% of  her 3-point 
attempts last season. In 
comparison, that’s not 
leaps and bounds behind 
last season’s leader, Cait-
lin Clark, who connected 
on 38% of  her 3-point at-
tempts.

The difference is Clark 

averaged 5.2 3-pointers 
per game, while Quinerly 
averaged less than two.

“I’m getting there,” 
Quinerly said. “I have 
the confidence now just 
to shoot them. I just have 
to see a few go in. I have 
to have that mindset of  
looking for it. I think my 
mechanics are fine. I had 
to get my release quicker, 
which I’ve done that.”

There is no telling what 
a big senior season could 
do for the WVU guard in 
that the women’s game is 
at an all-time high in na-
tional exposure.

The 16th-ranked Moun-
taineers are scheduled to 
have four games nation-
ally televised this season 
— they had none in the 
regular season a year ago 
— and a fifth game sched-
uled for ESPNU.

While Quinerly is well 
known throughout the 
Big 12, this could be an 
opportunity for the Nor-
folk, Va. native to get her 
name and talents out on 
a national showcase.

By most accounts, that 
is not exactly in Quiner-
ly’s comfort zone. She’s 
never once asked to be-
come the face of  the pro-
gram, and she’s fine with 
letting her play speak for 
itself.

“We’re working on 

that,” Kellogg said. “We 
need to promote her 
more. She needs to pro-
mote herself.

“I’ve said it many 
times before, she’s an 
unassuming superstar. 
That’s fantastic at times, 
but can also be detrimen-
tal. She’s not a huge so-
cial media person. That’s 
not her personality.”

But her goals have re-
mained consistent.

With a successful sea-
son, the Mountaineers 
could find themselves 
in a position to host a 
regional in the NCAA 
tournament, something 
no WVU program has 
accomplished in the cur-
rent format.

She wants to become 
the school’s all-time lead-
er in steals, but needs a 
whopping 125 of  them 
this season to get there. 
If  she does it, Quinerly 
would set the school’s 
single-season record, too.

It could be the perfect 
finish to a career that’s 
seen just about every-
thing else.

“All the things I’ve 
accomplished at this 
school, I think I’ve done 
some great things and I 
can’t wait to keep it go-
ing,” Quinerly said. “I’m 
just excited to get this 
season going.”

WVU guard looks 
to become a better 
3-point shooter

The Dominion Post file photo

WVU guard J.J. Quinerly has scored 1,364 points and added 238 assists and 231 
steals during her career with the Mountaineers.
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BIG 12 WOMEN’S PREVIEW

Some familiar teams will contend for Big 12 supremacy
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 
The Big 12 Conference 
may have lost longtime 
members Oklahoma and 
Texas and welcomed 
four new teams this 
season, but there are 
still a bunch of  familiar 
women’s basketball pro-
grams that are expected 
to contend for the title in 
its first year as a 16-team 
league.

Those familiar pro-
grams have some famil-
iar faces, too.

No. 13 Kansas State 
was the pick of  the 
coaches to win the 
league, thanks largely to 
the return of  preseason 
All-Big 12 picks Ayoka 
Lee and Serena Sundell. 
Eighth-ranked Iowa 
State, led by the return-
ing stars Audi Crooks 
and Emily Ryan, had the 
second-most votes while 
No. 12 Baylor, TCU and 
No. 16 West Virginia also 
received plenty of  pre-
season praise.

Those are all schools 
that have called the Big 
12 home for years. And 
while they are happy to 
have Arizona, Arizona 
State, Utah and Colora-
do joining the mix, they 
don’t intend to give up 
their spots in the confer-

ence hierarchy any time 
soon.

“I always felt if  you 
were good enough to win 
the Big 12 championship, 
you’re good enough to 
go to the Final Four and 
compete for a national 
championship, and obvi-
ously that remains,” said 
Kansas coach Brandon 
Schneider, who has led 
the Jayhawks to the sec-
ond round of  the NCAA 
Tournament two of  the 
past three years.

“I’ve also believed for 
a long time, if  you talk 
about leagues across the 
country, none is more 
competitive than our 
league.”

Texas won the wom-

en’s Big 12 Tournament 
title two of  the past three 
years, and Oklahoma has 
long been one of  the na-
tion’s premier programs. 
But even without them, 
the conference is expect-
ed to be one of  the tough-
est in the nation. It has 
four of  the top 16 teams 
in the preseason AP Top 
25 poll for the first time 
since the 2008 season.

TCU and Utah could 
push their way into the 
poll in a hurry, too. The 
Horned Frogs feature 
star shooter Madison 
Conner and the nation’s 
No. 1-ranked transfer in 
Hailey Van Lith, while 
Utah is led by Gianna 
Kneepkens, a preseason 

All-Big 12 selection.
“We’ve advanced in 

the NCAA Tournament 
the last two years,” Utah 
coach Lynne Roberts 
said. “I’m hopeful even 
though we’ve been on the 
West Coast, people are 
still conscious of  what 
we’ve achieved.”

Title tilt time
The women’s Big 12 

title game will be at the 
T-Mobile Center for the 
second consecutive sea-
son but shift from Tues-
day night, the eve of  the 
men’s tournament last 
season, to Sunday. If  
BYU makes the game, it 
would be pushed back to 
Monday.

“The championship 
last year at T-Mobile was 
incredible,” said Big 12 
Commissioner Brett Yor-
mark, who moved the 
tourney from the small-
er, antiquated nearby 
Municipal Auditorium 
to the same venue used 
by the men’s tourna-
ment. “We go on sale 
later this week for ticket 
sales and I expect those 
to grow exponentially.”

Familiar faces, new 
places

In the era of  the trans-
fer portal, a number of  
Big 12 players shuffled 
around within the con-
ference after last season, 
and that means they will 
be facing their old teams 
— and many old team-
mates — over the next 
four months.

Aaronette Vonleh 
started every game for 
Colorado last season 
but is now playing for 
Baylor. Ashley Cheva-

lier spent last season at 
Texas Tech but will play 
for Houston. Hannah 
Gusters was Oklahoma 
State’s top scorer last 
season before heading to 
UCF, while Lior Garzon 
started 30 games for the 
Cowgirls but left for the 
Buffaloes.

Olympic medalist 
arrives

Van Lith, who played 
at Louisville and LSU 
before transferring to 
TCU for her final sea-
son, spent the summer 
as part of  the 3x3 team 
representing the U.S. at 
the Paris Olympics. She 
helped the Americans 
come away with a bronze 
medal.

Her extensive expe-
rience in the 3x3 game, 
where pick-and-rolls 
play a big part in scor-
ing, should help Van Lith 
transition into Horned 
Frogs coach Mark Camp-
bell’s offensive system 
— especially with 6-foot-
7 Sedona Prince to work 
off  in the post.

“One of  the main rea-
sons I wanted to come 
to TCU is the offensive 
system,” Van Lith said. 
“It will push me to get 
better.”

Preseason all-Big 12 
team
J.J. Quinerly, West Virginia
Sarah Andrews, Baylor
Aaronette Vonleh, Baylor    
Kaitlin Peterson, UCF
Audi Crooks, Iowa State
S’Mya Nichols, Kansas
Ayoka Lee, K-State
Serena Sundell, K-State
Hailey Van Lith, TCU
Gianna Kneepkens, Utah
Preseason Player of 
the Year: Ayoka Lee, 
Kansas State
Preseason Co-New-
comer of the Year:  
Aaronette Vonleh, Baylor 
Preseason Co-New-
comer of the Year:  
Hailey Van Lith, TCU
Preseason Freshman 
of the Year: Tabitha 
Betson, Colorado

AP photo

Kansas State center Ayoka lee averaged 22.0 points 
and 10.3 rebounds per game last season.
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NATIONAL PREVIEW

South Carolina looks for a repeat, but UConn, USC not far behind
Associated Press

Dawn Staley and South 
Carolina ran through 
last season undefeated 
on the way to the school’s 
third national cham-
pionship. With a lot of  
that squad back, there is 
good reason to think the 
Gamecocks could repeat. 

Standing in their way 
could be a healthy UConn 
led by Paige Bueckers or 
JuJu Watkins and USC, 
which added some stellar 
transfers to help out the 
sensational sophomore. 
Those two preseason 
All-Americans hope to 
pick up the momentum 
from last season that was 
spearheaded by Caitlin 
Clark and Angel Reese 
and led to record ratings 
and attendance for the 
NCAA tournament.

“I know we lost some 
great ones in Angel and 
Caitlin, but we gained so 
much more,” Staley said. 
“We gained so much 
more talent, skill set and 
marketability. I’m really 
looking forward to it. I’m 
glad it happened during 
a time in which I can at-
test to it, I can share with 
other people who are just 
now tuning in.”

There are a host of  
other teams including 
Texas, UCLA and Notre 
Dame that also could 
challenge for the title. 
UConn was the last team 
to win back-to-back 
championships, winning 
four straight titles from 
2013-16. South Carolina 
hopes to buck that trend 
and get to Tampa for the 
Final Four in April.

Staley’s squad, which 
is No. 1 in the preseason 
AP poll, is going for its 
third national title in 
four years. The Game-
cocks completed the 
sport’s first undefeated 
season at 38-0 since UCo-
nn completed a perfect 

run to the championship 
in 2016. South Carolina’s 
main loss from last sea-
son was 6-foot-7 center-
piece Kamilla Cardoso, 
the team’s top scorer and 
rebounder. 

The Gamecocks are 
also missing junior Ash-
lyn Watkins, a 6-3 defend-
er who led the SEC with 
91 blocked shots. She 
was suspended from the 
program following her 
arrest on Aug. 31 for as-
sault and kidnapping. 

The season gets under-

way on Nov. 4 with a pair 
of  games in Paris. Last 
season, the Gamecocks 
routed Notre Dame in 
the French capital. This 
year there’s a double-
header with No. 3 USC 
playing No. 20 Ole Miss 
and No. 17 Louisville fac-
ing No. 5 UCLA.

Realignment
There have been ma-

jor power shifts in con-
ference affiliation, with 
Texas and Oklahoma 
now in the SEC while 

USC and UCLA are in 
the Big Ten. With South 
Carolina, LSU and now 
Texas and Oklahoma, 
the SEC has four of  the 
top 10 teams in the pre-
season poll. 

ACL recovery
UConn, Texas and No-

tre Dame all have key 
players who missed at 
least parts of  last season 
to recover from ACL in-
juries. Azzi Fudd of  the 
Huskies, Rori Harmon 
of  the Longhorns and 
Olivia Miles of  the Irish 
all have been cleared to 
return. They are three 
of  the top players in the 
country when healthy 
and provide their teams 
will leadership at guard. 

Fudd still has a lit-
tle bit to go before she’s 
back to full strength, tell-

ing media at Big East me-
dia day that she does see 
the light at the end of  the 
tunnel for her recovery.

Replacing legends
Longtime assistants 

Kate Paye at Stanford 
and Jan Jensen at Iowa 
took over their programs 
after head coaches Tara 
VanDerveer and Lisa 
Bluder, respectively, re-
tired at the end of  last 
season. Neither expects 
to change much as far 
as how the teams will 
play and while both are 
just outside the Top 25, 
it wouldn’t be a shock to 
see them ranked soon.

Changing schools
The transfer portal 

was extremely active 
again in women’s bas-
ketball with hundreds 

of  players changing 
teams. No school was hit 
worse than Oregon State, 
which made a run to the 
Elite Eight last season 
before losing to South 
Carolina. With the Pac-
12 dwindling to just two 
schools, the Beavers lost 
three of  their starting 
five with Raegan Beers 
going to Oklahoma, Ta-
lia Von Oelhoffen to USC 
and Donovyn Hunter to 
TCU. 

Other impact trans-
fers include Kiki Iriafen 
(Stanford to USC); Geor-
gia Amoore went with 
her coach Kenny Brooks 
from Virginia Tech to 
Kentucky; and Hai-
ley Van Lith changed 
schools for a second time 
since starting at Lou-
isville, leaving LSU for 
TCU. 

AP photo

USC guard JuJu Watkins averaged 27.1 points and 7.3 
rebounds per game as a freshman last season.
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